
Stationary bin: Wooden 2-bin Compost 

Tested by: Angie 

Angie lives in a 

household with two 

other people as well as 

a small dog. Their 

house has a moderately

-sized lawn and  

garden plot. They have 

plenty of kitchen 

scraps, garden waste, 

and leaves to process 

in their 2-bin system. 

Grass clippings are sometimes left on the lawn and 

sometimes added to the bin. 

 After 26 years of making compost, Angie knows 

her way around the compost bin. She balances her 

ingredients and keeps the contents damp and stirred 

when she has the time, but leaves the bin to its own 

devices when life gets busy. Back and knee pain mean 

she has to go slow when flipping contents from one side 

of the bin to the other. 

 Angie is no carpenter but was still able to build the 

2-bin system by herself. After 15 years, the bin is starting 

to break down, and she has plans to build a new one.  

Size: 92cm wide x 183 cm long x 92 cm high 

Maximum capacity: 1.46 meters
3
 (52 feet

3
) 

Price: $275—400 for new lumber and hardware 

Tester satisfaction: high 

Features: Two large bins with removable front slats 

for easy access. Wooden sides, metal mesh back, 

and corrugated plastic lid on a hinge. Bottom open 

to the ground. 

What you can put in it: Food waste (excluding 

meat, bones, dairy, and fats), leaves, grass clippings, 

other yard waste (excluding pet waste). 

“Yuck” factor: Moderate-to-low. Materials are 

enclosed and break down with a small amount of 

interaction. 

Complexity to use: Moderate-to-low. Some 

knowledge of balancing ingredients and adding 

water is helpful. 

In winter: Breakdown stops, but you can keep 

adding materials as long as there is room. 

Mobility: The bin is difficult to move, even when it is 

empty. 

Available at: Materials available at hardware stores; 

lumber scraps can also be used. 

Results: 
Testing period: May 2014—May 2015 

Inputs:  

 3888 litres of organic waste (60% greens, 31% browns, 6% dirt 

or finished compost, 4% other) 

 Added 232 litres of water 

 Aerated 15 times for a total of 4 hours 10 minutes 

Outputs:  

 360 litres of finished compost 

Recommendations:  

 The 2-bin system works marvellously for households with 

a lot of grass, leaves, and/or garden waste to deal with. Its large 

capacity means that it never runs out of room, even at peak 

times in spring and fall. The removable front slats make it easy 

to access and stir the contents. 

 This bin has a good balance of insulation and aeration. 

During the test period, the contents never got soggy or smelly, 

which would have indicated a lack of air. At the same time, when 

fresh contents were added to the active side of the bin it stayed 

around 40-55°C, which is ideal for rapid composting. 

 The price tag for this bin is calculated based on buying all 

the lumber and metal fixing new from a hardware store. It can 

be significantly reduced if some of the materials are already 

owned or can be salvaged. The bin can be expected to last 12-

15 years, longer if made of cedar. For the blueprint, see 

appendix VII. 

 The bin’s open-bottom design is not rodent proof, and 

Angie has reported mice in the compost. Mice can be 

discouraged, but as Angie is not bothered by them, she has not 

taken any measures. 


