


We started the year with a regulated household battery recycling program. Call2Recycle already operated in the province on a voluntary basis and now is here officially. The new fees on batteries, ranging from one penny for button batteries to ten dollars for electric bike batteries, fund expanded collection and education. Call2Recycle is continuing to add collection sites. The batteries are now accepted at SARCAN depots, which has been very popular. 
Also getting underway in 2021 is the household hazardous waste (HHW) stewardship program which Product Care will be responsible for. The fees collected on hazardous products like solvents, pesticides, and flammables provided support for already-planned 2021 HHW collection events. Future years will bring more events and some permanent depots. 

The Ministry of Environment conducted a review of the Multi-Material Recycling Program this year. They released a ‘What We Heard’ document in November. Overall reaction to the possibility of moving the program to 100 percent producer responsibility was positive. SWRC supports this concept and is hopeful that the Ministry will move forward with it. 
The Ministry also released a progress report on the first year of work on the Solid Waste Management Strategy. Work has begun on several priorities, including the establishment of the Solid Waste Management Advisory Committee. 
Plastics continued to be an issue in 2021. The federal government officially classified plastic as a pollutant in May, which will allow it to enact its single use plastics ban in the future. After an initial delay, Prince Albert implemented its plastic checkout bag ban in mid-October. Regina has a similar bylaw on its books, but delayed implementation until next year. Several retailers have discontinued plastic checkout bags or have announced plans to do so. 
Saskatoon passed a bylaw requiring industrial, commercial and institutional (ICI) organizations to recycle and divert organics from landfill, with enforcement delayed to allow for education and consultation to occur. Regina’s working on ICI waste diversion as well. This is a good direction, since non-residential waste is typically two thirds of the total.

It’s encouraging that waste diversion initiatives continued to progress during this wavy pandemic. 

Joanne Fedyk
SWRC Executive Director



I would like to begin by acknowledging that I live and work 
on Treaty 6 Territory and the Homeland of the Métis. We 
pay our respect to the First Nations and Métis ancestors of 
this place and reaffirm our relationship with one another.

Once again, 2021 didn’t go as expected. It was another 
year of virtual meetings, projects and events, working to 
stay connected in a constrained world. Still, we made 
progress as a province, with new provincial programs being 
implemented and work continuing on several fronts.

Through 2022 we will continue to promote organics diversion, advocate for 
expansion to existing Extended Producer Responsibility Programs as well as working 
with our partners exploring the challenges that continue to be presented as markets 
for recycling evolve.

We could not take on all of these initiatives without the support and contributions 
of all our Sustaining Partners, supporters, members and sponsors. On behalf of 
the Council’s staff and Board of Directors, I want to sincerely thank everyone who 
was involved with the SWRC in 2021 and supported the idea of waste minimization 
through a year that had different priorities for all of us. It is through your support and 
participation in events that we are able to identify emerging trends, share our depth of 
knowledge and promote solutions to our waste challenges.

Thank you and we encourage you to join us and continue to support the SWRC in 
working towards a waste free Saskatchewan!

Dwight Grayston





2020 Waste Minimization Awards

Thanks to SaskTel for 
their support of the 
Saskatchewan Waste 
Minimization Awards.

We are proud to present the 2020 Saskatchewan Waste Minimization Awards, sponsored by SaskTel. Awards 
are given to Saskatchewan individuals and organizations that have gone above and beyond to reduce their 

own waste, and in doing so, are an inspiration to others. 

For the second year, we weren’t able to hold an in-person ceremony to present the awards. Instead, we 
mailed everyone their awards to accept in the comfort of their home or office.



NEWCOMER WORKSHOPS

RECYCLING AMBASSADORS SASKATOON RECYCLING EDUCATION

On behalf of the City of Saskatoon, SWRC delivered 
recycling and composting workshops to English as an 
Additional Language (EAL) classes and Newcomer 
programs. The COVID-19 pandemic continued to affect 
newcomer organizations, so most programming was 
delivered online rather than in person. Twenty recycling 
workshops and 11 composting workshops were delivered 
to six different organizations in 2021.

The Rolling Education Unit trailer stayed in storage for 
2021, as the focus for this year continued to be promoting 
recycling education in a digital format. 2020 student 
Jonah Sutter returned during the summer to make more 
videos. This series, called the ‘YXE Waste Tour: Home 
Edition’, is available on YouTube. They showcase materials 
that we all have in our homes and what to do with them 
in Saskatoon.

L-R: Recycling Ambassadors Anna Praski and Alanna Finnie, Recycling 
Educator Jonah Sutter.

SWRC Recycling Ambassadors 
at the Saskatoon EcoCentre

Two university students were 
hired for the summer as Recycling 
Ambassadors:  Alanna Finnie and 
Anna Praski. This year, they worked 
mostly with SARRC (the used oil 
recycling program) conducting 
phone surveys, updating website 
listings, and carrying out customer 
surveys at the Saskatoon EcoCentre. 
They also traveled to Naicam to help 
Cleanfarms with a seed, pesticide 
and inoculant bag audit for a pilot 
program. Thank you to this year’s 
partners SARRC & Cleanfarms, for 
their continued support.



COMPOST COACHES

WASTE REDUCTION HUB

2021 FALL WORKSHOP

The SWRC coordinated compost education in the City of 
Saskatoon through the Compost Coach program. In 2021 
we trained 13 new Compost Coach volunteers, taught 18 
compost workshops, and gave 26 home compost lessons. We 
also answered many questions through our compost hotline 
(306-931-3249, compost@swrc.ca) and built new high-
capacity compost bins for five community gardens.

Our Fall Workshop was held virtually on November 4th. 
Speakers included:

• Christina Seidel from the Recycling Council of Alberta 
talking about their On Farm Compost Guide, which 
is for communities and farmers to team up to handle 
organics. 

• Joe Angevine from SWANA talked about disaster debris 
and the need to plan ahead to handle it and divert it. 

• Steven Arndt from Tire Stewardship Saskatchewan gave 
an update on the tire program.

• Kyla Clincke from MOE Stewardship section provided 
an update on stewardship and the Solid Waste 
Management Strategy

• Andrea Fedorchuk from the MOE Landfill section 
discussed the rules around landfill construction. 

52 people participated.

L-R: A Composting 101 Workshop and an SWRC Compost Coach home visit.

An introductory slide 
to Joe Angevine’s talk 
on disaster debris.

With the assistance of a grant from the G. Murray and 
Edna Forbes Foundation Fund administered through the 
South Saskatchewan Community Foundation, we added 
Reuse and Repair programs to our recycling database, and 
renamed it “Waste Reduction Hub”. People searching for 
waste reduction options in a specific community can now 
find places that accept donations, businesses that repair 
items, depots for recycling and options for composting. 
The grant included funds to design the new look and to 
carry out a promotional campaign on social media. 



With support from Affinity 
Credit Union, we held Virtual 
Repair Cafés in January 
and April and helped host 
in-person events in Regina 
and Saskatoon during 
Waste Reduction Week. 
The virtual events included 
repair workshops on sewing 
machine basics, darning, shoe 
maintenance and mending.

The in-person Regina event was organized by the City of 
Regina on October 22nd. Of the 18 items brought in, 
volunteers were able to fix 14, partially fix two more, with 
two items not fixed.

We partnered with the Saskatoon Makerspace and the 
Library of Things YXE for the Saskatoon event. It was a 
hybrid event with an option for people to attend virtually 
and chat with volunteers about their broken items. 
Residents brought in 50 items, 30 were fixed, 9 were 
partially fixed and 11 not fixed. 

For Waste Reduction Week’s Textile Tuesday, we launched 
the Warm Hearts Jacket Repair Project. Warm Hearts 
volunteers mended jackets collected from residents. 
The fixed jackets were donated to local community 
organizations. The public ended up improving on the 
project by dropping off winter wear besides jackets for 
fixing and by donating items that didn’t need to be fixed. 

Altogether, 187 items were 
collected in Regina, Saskatoon, 
Lloydminster and Estevan, 134 
of which were mended. 

We also held Food for Thought, a virtual cooking class, 
shared meal and conversation about local food, food waste 
and general sustainability surrounding food. The meal kit 
was provided by Zesty Kits and the conversation was guided 
by Noelle Chorney from Tall Order Communications and 
Evelyn Reisner of Fresh Dish Catering.

A repair café volunteer 
restoring electronics.

Jackets donated and fixed for 
Textile Tuesday.

Right: Noelle Chorney 
and Evelyn Reisner stirring 

discussion at Food For 
Thought.

Left: Enchiladas created 
with ZestyKits for Food for 
Thought.

Thanks to Affinity Credit 
Union for their support of 
our virtual repair cafés and 
Textile Tuesday.



Our second virtual conference April 27-29 had 132 
participants, a few more than last year’s, which might 
have been because 2020’s ReForum was held in July. Our 
technical platform held up reasonably well, never without 
glitches, but that’s the virtual world for you. 

The nice thing about virtual conferences is the ability to 
involve people from farther away without having to factor 
in travel time and expenses. Our keynote speakers were 
from Portland (Dan Leif ) and Seattle (Moji Igun). Session 
presenter locations ranged from Vancouver to Montreal, 
Paris and Amsterdam. Having access to people and stories 
from so many places was amazing. Another nice feature is 
having recordings of all the presentations so that we can 
go back and catch concurrent sessions or things we might 
have missed the first time. Session topics included organics, 
building materials, public education, re-designing products, 
repair and an update on Saskatchewan programs. 

This year’s ReForum 
included interactive 
sessions in the form of 
discussions on specific 
topics (organics, rural 
recycling, education, 
mattress recycling), media 
reviews, where participants 
watched a documentary, read an article, or listened to 
a podcast and then discussed it together. We also tried 
a social platform, gather.town, that allowed people to 
interact and move around in a virtual reception format. 
Noon hour lunch sessions featured local musicians Jay 
Maillet and Ellen Froese performing and storyteller 
Joseph Nayhowtow exploring Indigenous perspectives 
and teaching us Cree songs. 

Thanks to our sponsors for supporting the ReForum. In 
2022, we’re planning to be in Regina at the Doubletree 
by Hilton April 27-29. 

A keynote presentation by Moji Igun of Blue Daisi 
Consulting during ReForum 2021.

ReForum 2021 Lightning Talks.

ReForum 2021 featured 
the first use of gather.town 
to bring people together 
virtually.



REVENUES
Project management and expenses recoveries 161,129 163,917
Sustaining partners 65,000 80,000
Event registrations and sponsorships 48,753 67,872
Federal government subsidies 43,837 113,238
Memberships 24,950 24,600
Investment Income 17,798 16,204
Sundry income 3,029 1,105
Donations 2,050 4,857

366,546 471,793
EXPENSES

Labour and benefits 170,034 161,092
Project expenses 102,685 134,674
Rent 20,435 16,723
Professional fees 7,855 6,960
Amortization 7,512 4,863
Contract work 6,250 8,330
Meeting and events 5,997 4,963
Materials and supplies 4,677 6,331
Telephone 3,405 3,155
Finance charges 2,305 2,223
Print, copy and design 2,167 2,144
Bad debts 2,100 900
Insurance 2,095 2,095
Website expenses 1,839 2,839
Professional development 1,631 905
Workers’ compensation 467 636
Technology support 287 410
Advertising and promotion 171 3,019
Postage and courier 139 52
Travel - 844

342,051 363,158

EXCESS OF REVENUES OVER EXPENSES FROM OPERATIONS 24,495 108,635

2021 2020

$

$

$

$

ASSETS                                         
CURRENT:

Cash 120,430 201,368
Accounts receivable 38,920 5,803
Prepaid expenses 3,508 2,717
Goods and services tax receivable 622 394

163,480 210,282
INVESTMENT 215,246 139,376
TANGIBLE CAPITAL ASSETS 17,930 24,636

233,176 164,012
396,656 374,294

LIABILITIES
CURRENT:

Accounts payable and accrued liabilities 6,355 6,356
Wages payable 4,492 4,492
Employee deductions payable 3,267 4,599
Deferred revenue 35,400 36,400
Refundable compost coaches fees 900 700

50,414 52,547
NET ASSETS

Unrestricted net assets 197,082 165,881
Internally restricted net assets 131,230 131,230
Invested in tangible capital assets 17,930 24,636

346,242 321,747
396,656 374,294

2021 2020
Statement of Financial Position | December 31, 2021

Statement of Changes in Net Assets | December 31, 2021
Unrestricted 
Net Assets

Internally 
Restricted 
Net Assets

Invested in 
Tangible 

Capital Assets

Total 2021 Total 2020

BALANCE - 
BEGINNING OF YEAR 165,881 131,230 24,636 321,747 213,112
Excess of revenues 
over expenses

32,008 - (7,513) 24,495 108,635

Purchase of tangible 
capital assets (807) - 807

- -

BALANCE - END OF YEAR 197,082 131,230 17,930 346,242 321,747

$ $

$ $

$

$

$

$

$

$

$

$

$

$

$ $

$ $

Statement of Operations | December 31, 2021



Phone: 306-931-3242 
Email: info@swrc.ca
#208, 220 - 20th St W 
Saskatoon, SK S7M 0W9
swrc.ca


