The Prime Directive
Mission

Vision

As an advocate for
community and environment,
SWRC leads in addressing the
underlying causes of waste
by identifying opportunities,
creating connections, and
promoting solutions.

A
waste-free
Saskatchewan

Looking Back
Year in Review

The province passed regulations for an extended producer responsibility program for household
hazardous wastes. The regulations cover toxic or hazardous residential products, both solid and liquid,
from adhesives, pesticides, solvents, spent fuels to small propane cylinders and batteries. Obligated
stewards of these products were given until the end of the year to submit a plan to the Ministry
of Environment on how they will meet the regulations. The Ministry received a plan for household
batteries and one for the other hazardous products.

The Saskatchewan Waste Reduction
Council is dedicated to helping everyone
in Saskatchewan to reduce waste. We
provide information to the public and
resources for municipalities and the
waste/recycling industry.

The Ministry of Environment has also drafted a compost guidance document which they shared with
SWRC at our Compost Field Day – it outlines the planned requirements for setting up and operating
compost facilities. The document should be finalized in 2020. Curbside organic collection programs
for Saskatoon and Regina have slowed their pace and aren’t expected until 2023 or so. Regina is
planning a pilot program for 2020, Saskatoon is accumulating funds for a future program.
Saskatchewan’s Extended Producer Responsibility (EPR) programs continue to evolve. 2019 was
the first full operational year for the grain bag recycling program. Tire Stewardship Saskatchewan
raised the recycling fee on passenger tires from $4 to $5. Multi-Material Stewardship Western, who
contribute to municipal recycling programs for household paper and packaging, raised the per capita
rates paid to municipalities based on Saskatchewan cost studies conducted in 2018.
SARCAN has expanded its Drop ‘n Go program hours in selected depots to provide greater access. In
an effort to increase glass recovery, SARCAN and the cities of Regina and Saskatoon have started a
pilot program to collect household glass at city SARCAN depots.
Difficult recycling markets continued in 2019. Several municipalities dropped materials from their
programs because of the cost of getting rid of them, a trend that doesn’t appear to be easing any
time soon.
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I would like to begin by acknowledging that
I live and work on Treaty 6 Territory and the
Homeland of the Métis. We pay our respect
to the First Nations and Métis ancestors of this
place and reaffirm our relationship with one
another.
At the SWRC we are dedicated to reducing and
eliminating waste throughout our communities.
We help our municipalities, businesses,
institutions and residents consider their waste
by identifying opportunities, promoting
solutions and creating connections for waste
reduction in pursuit of our vision of a waste
free Saskatchewan. As an advocate for waste
minimization, we continued to support industryled stewardship programs, including the implementation of the grain bag program, the
announcement of a program for household hazardous waste and the exploration of options
to expand the paper and packaging program.
Through 2020 we will be promoting organics diversion, continue to advocate for expansion
to existing Extended Producer Responsibility Programs as well as working with our partners
exploring the challenges that continue to be presented as markets for recycling evolve.

Meg Dorwart
Listed from left to right:
Back Row: Dwight Grayston, Ben Brodie,
Lisa Legault, Larry Schultz, Matt Wolsfeld,
Sheri Praski.
Front Row: Joanne Fedyk, Bert Weichel,
Jenna Curson, Chantelle Diakuw, Shelly
Nicolle Phillips.
Not Pictured: Henry Mutafya, Rod
Johnson, Wendy Yaworski

Administrative
Coordinator

We could not take on all of these initiatives without the support and contributions of all our
sustaining members, members and sponsors and on behalf of the Council’s staff and Board
of Directors, I want to sincerely thank everyone who was involved with the SWRC in 2019.
It is through your support and participation in events that we are able to identify emerging
trends, share our depth of knowledge and promote solutions to our waste challenges.
Thank you and we encourage you to join us and continue to support the SWRC in working
towards a waste free Saskatchewan!

Naomi Mihilewicz
Communications
Coordinator

Dwight Grayston
SWRC Board Chair

Members

2019 Sustaining Members

Thank you to our valued members for their
continued support
16-43 Waste Management Corp
Al Birchard
Allied Paper Savers
Alysha Hales
Andrea Tang
Angie Bugg
Anne Neuls
ARWMAS
Audrey Harsh
Barb Hanbidge
Biomed Recovery and Disposal Ltd.
Boreal Area Regional Waste Authority
Call2Recycle
Canadian Electrical Stewardship Assoc.
Christine Wilson
City of Lloydminster
City of Meadow Lake
City of Melfort
City of Melville
City of Moose Jaw
City of North Battleford
City of Prince Albert
City of Regina
City of Swift Current
City of Warman
City of Weyburn
City of Yorkton
Claire Amundsen
Cleanfarms
Conseil économique et coopératif de
la Saskatchewan
Cosmopolitan Industries
Crown Shred and Recycling
Diabetes Canada
Ecotainer
Ed Wilson
Emterra
ERA

EVRAZ
Gail Vandersteen
GEEP Inc.
GFL Environmental
GR Poier and Sons
Habitat for Humanity Regina Inc.
Highway 55 Waste Management
Jack Astill
Joanna Keall
Johnson and Weichel
Judie Dyck
K-Light Recycling
Karen Weingeist
Kelvin Ng
Lindsay Brumwell
London Drugs Ltd.
Loraas Disposal North
Lynn Manners
Meagan Tungate
Merv Hey
Mila Vaquerano
Molok North America
Moose Jaw River Watershed Stewards
Morris Karakochuk
Nathan Bruce
North Central Sask Waste Mgmt.
North Valley Waste Mgmt. Region
Northern Village of Ile-a-La-Crosse
Northwest Regional Waste 		
Management Authority Inc.
Olusegun Festus Adekunle
PCL Construction Management
PINTER & Associates Ltd.
REACT
Recycling Council of Alberta
Red Coat Waste Resource Authority
Richard Matchett
RM of Lacadena

RM of Nipawin No. 487
RM of Torch River
RM of Wilton
Ronald McDonald House Charities
Saskatchewan
Salvation Army NRO
SARM
Sask Abilities Council Yorkton
Saskatchewan Environmental Society
Saskatoon Farmers’ Market
SEIMA
Sheri Praski
Shkopich Enviro Limited
SUMA
Titan Clean Energy Projects
Touchwood Hills Regional Landfill
WMA
Town of Eston
Town of Gull Lake
Town of Kerrobert
Town of Kindersley
Town of Lumsden
Town of Maple Creek
Town of Moosomin
Town of Radville
Town of Rosthern
Town of Tisdale
Town of Wynyard
University of Saskatchewan
Vermikashi
Waste Management
Weyburn Wor-Kin Shop Corp.
WYWRA

City of
Saskatoon

SK Ministry of
Environment

Electronics
Products
Recycling
Association Saskatchewan

Product Care
Recycling

SARCAN
Recycling

Saskatchewan
Association
for Resource
Recovery
Corp.

2019 Contributing Members
Multi-Material
Stewardship
Western

2019

Youth/School/
Youth Service Organization
Westmount Community School

Waste Minimization Awards
Lifetime Achievement
Ray Sass

Ray is the Southeast Regional Manager for SARCAN
Recycling. In his previous 25 year career with
SaskAbilities, Ray led the creation of RecyclAbility
Enterprises, the city-wide recycling program in
Yorkton. As a resident of Yorkton, he led the City
in the creation of a Solid Waste Management
Committee and helped facilitate some impressive
programs and targets.

Community Coordinator, Anne McLellan, works
with students and staff to minimize the amount of
single use plastic packaging in breakfasts, lunches
and snacks. They collaborated with SARCAN for
beverage container recycling. Classes organized
composting, garden growing, and participated in
Student Action for a Sustainable Future and the
Saskatchewan Environmental Society’s 25 Acts of
Conservation Program.

Municipality
Town of Hague

The Town of Hague provides options for many
waste streams including curbside recycling,
separate recycling for plastics, scrap metal,
and clothing donations. A compost site diverts
yard waste and branches. Once a year the town
participates in a Household Hazardous waste
collection day and the town office even collects old
batteries and cell phones for recycling.

Individual
Sandra Rose

Sandra has a vermicomposting operation that
composts food waste from seven households
and two restaurants. Sandra gives away pails
of worm castings every year and offers a free
workshop with each order. Sandra has also been
a Compost Coach since 2009, volunteering to talk
about composting at community events, public
workshops, and home visits.

Festival/Event
Saskatoon Pride Festival

Through a waste audit the festival discovered that
95% of the solid waste created could be recycled.
With the leadership of board member Melissa
Squire, they incorporated several initiatives into
their festival, including recycling, composting,
purchasing green power and limiting disposable
items distributed by parade floats.

Small Business
Green Tree Beauty

All products are chosen after strict evaluation on
environmental sustainability, packaging materials,
and reuse potential. They reuse or recycle all
returned containers through their take back
incentive program. They offer free sustainable
product education seminars to community groups
as well as individuals.

Non-Profit Organization
Food Renew

Thanks to SaskTel for
their support of the
Saskatchewan Waste
Minimization Awards.

FoodRenew’s volunteers rescue donatable food
from businesses and deliver it to community
centres and social agencies. They aim to promote
food security and reduce the amount of methane
produced at landfills. They bridge the gap between
food donors and recipients and have built many
partnerships with local businesses to pick up
donatable food.

Strategic Directions
In reviewing our Strategic Plan, the board has affirmed our
mission statement and will craft our strategic goals around the
statements within it to shape our future direction. These include:

Identifying
Opportunities
The SWRC will use its resources
to identify effective ways for its
members to reduce waste in their
activities and operations.

Promoting
Solutions
Creating
Connections
The SWRC will leverage its provincial
presence to connect its members
with the resources they need to
effectively reduce waste.

The SWRC will advocate on behalf
of waste reduction in Saskatchewan
and direct its effort towards practical
solutions across the province.

2019 Projects

Recycling Ambassadors
The Recycling Ambassadors traveled
throughout Saskatchewan on
behalf of provincial stewardship
organizations. This year they visited
166 municipal offices, 290 oil retailers,
and 72 depots for SARRC, SARCAN
and EPRA. Additionally, they attended
18 agricultural shows and community
events promoting SARRC’s program.
As well, they conducted inventory
counts and surveys at seed bag
collection depots on behalf of
Cleanfarms.

Saskatoon Recycling Education
2019 was the third year of a three-year contract with
the City of Saskatoon to provide recycling education
using the City’s ‘Rolling Education Unit.’ The Rolling
Education Unit features interactive games and
other resources designed to encourage residents to
recycle correctly. During the spring and fall seasons,
we use volunteer Recycling Coaches to staff events.
In the summer season, we hire three students to
staff the display at various events. In 2019, the
summer team attended 35 community events, while
the Recycling Coaches set up at 14 events. The
summer team also provided occasional feedback at
City drop-off depots, letting residents know if they
were recycling right.

Compost Coaches
The SWRC coordinates composting
education activities for the City of
Saskatoon. In 2019, we trained 13 new
Compost Coaches to add to our volunteer
roster. The Compost Coaches set up at ten
community events and gave 39 composting
presentations at schools, libraries, and
community gardens (a new record!). They
also provided 59 home visits to give oneon-one composting advice to residents.
Finally, the Compost Coaches worked with
five community gardens to construct highcapacity compost bin systems and provide a
compost workshop to the gardeners

2019 Projects

Waste Reduction Week
The SWRC’s goal for Waste Reduction Week
2019, October 21-27, was to provide an
opportunity for tangible waste reduction
in a way that reached province-wide. Our
concept was to facilitate Repair Cafés in each
city in Saskatchewan. With Affinity Credit
Union as the Presenting Sponsor, the SWRC
was able to work toward this vision.

Cart Blitz

A new project with the City of Saskatoon for 2019 was the
Recycling Cart Blitz. SWRC facilitated a Community Based
Social Marketing approach, where two students evaluated
recycling carts and left a tag with targeted messaging
relating to the bin’s level of contamination. From May
to August, they visited 8 neighbourhoods throughout
Saskatoon and evaluated over 4 900 carts to acknowledge
and teach proper blue bin usage.

A Repair Café is an event where the public
can bring in broken household items to be
repaired for free by experienced volunteers.
The concept originated in the Netherlands,
and an international Repair Café organization
provides event planning materials for a
nominal fee.

Green Event Coordination

The SWRC assisted in coordinating nine
different cafes around the province in:
Saskatoon
Regina
Swift Current
North Battleford
Yorkton
Martensville
Warman
Moose Jaw
Prince Albert

Working with Affinity Credit Union, SWRC
assisted with their “Zero Waste Zones” at the SK
Marathon, Children’s Festival, Food Truck Wars,
and Fireworks Festival events in Saskatoon.
SWRC attempted to educate vendors and trained
volunteers. These zero waste stations were
aimed at the public to encourage use of organic
and recycling bins rather than the garbage.

EAL Workshops

SWRC continued offering recycling and compost
workshops to English as an Additional Language classes
on behalf of the City of Saskatoon. The goal was to
educate newcomers about waste diversion options in
the city. There were 17 recycling workshops and 17
composting workshops carried out.

Thanks to Affinity Credit
Union for being the
presenting sponsor of
Waste Reduction Week.

In all, 315 items were brought into the cafes.
Of course, not all of them were repairable,
but in many cases people left with the
knowledge of the parts that would be
needed, or that the item was beyond repair.
While the number of items repaired is one
measure of success for the events, what was
more exciting was people’s appreciation
of the events as a whole. Most people who
volunteered at the cafes said they would
definitely do it again. People who brought
in items were happy to have things fixed,
but also wanted to know when the next one
would be, so they could share the experience
with more people.

ReForum 2019
Home Grown

This year’s conference focused on local
solutions and included sessions on
northern issues, innovation, cooperatives
and markets. In addition to his keynote
talk, Neil Seldman from the Institute for
Local Self-Reliance (Washington DC)
hosted an informal post conference
session to share his wisdom and to learn
from our experiences. Closing Keynote
Jacqueline Ottmann from the University
of Saskatchewan outlined Indigenous
Perspectives on Sustainability. Fun
activities included a Denim ‘n Diamonds
reception at the Sheraton Cavalier’s Top
of the Inn. 135 people attended the
conference. A big thank you goes out
to our conference sponsors for their
support.

Workshops

Fall Workshops
October 14 - Melville
October 29 - Swift Current
November 14 - Melfort
November 21 - Lloydminster

Combined attendance at four Fall Workshops was 139. The
2019 lineup included an interactive session on single use
plastics; composting in winter; updates from the MultiMaterial Stewardship program (MMSW), funding for landfill
closure plans, construction/demolition disposal options;
the push for landfill operator certification; landfill cover
technology that replaces clay with vegetation and microbes.
Thanks to our Fall Workshop Series Sponsors MMSW and
SWANA Northern Lights Chapter. Thanks to the Recycling
Council of Alberta for co-hosting the Lloydminster
workshop and to Molok North America and SARRC for
sponsoring the joint workshop.

Compost Field Day

May 29 - North Battleford
Seventeen people participated in
the Compost Field Day in North
Battleford. Morning presentations
included composting basics,
collection options, end markets for
compost, compost technology, and
an overview of the draft Ministry of
Environment guidance document on
composting. The afternoon featured
a tour of the North Battleford site
and a demonstration of a star
screener from Tyalta. Thanks to A&L
Canada Laboratories for sponsoring
the day.

Financials

Statement of Operations | December 31, 2019
REVENUE

Project Management and Expense Recoveries
Event Registrations and Sponsorships

Statement of Financial Position | December 31, 2019
CURRENT:

Sustaining Memberships

2019

ASSETS

Cash - Unrestricted

Accounts Receivable

$

13,805

Goods and Services Tax Recoverable

1,263

Prepaid Expenses

1,687

2,717

INTERNALLY RESTRICTED FUNDS

2,717

128,208

131,951

2,194

2,083

111,196

TANGIBLE CAPITAL ASSETS

LIABILITIES

CURRENT:

111,196

241,598

$

$

245,230

6,355

$

Employee Deductions Payable

$

2,724

Wages Payable

3,757

Deferred Income

Refundable Compost Coaches Fees
NET ASSETS

Internally Restricted Net Assets

Invested in Tangible Capital Assets

2,433

14,550

35,500

28,486

47,751

99,722

84,200

200

111,196

111,196

213,112

197,479

2,194

2,083

241,598

$

6,534

3,084

1,100

$

BALANCE,
BEGINNING OF YEAR
Excess of Revenues
Over Expenses

$

Purchase of Tangible Capital
Assets
Amortization

BALANCE, END OF YEAR

$

84,200

Internally
Restricted
Net Assets

$

Invested in
Tangible
Capital Assets

111,196

$

Total 2019

Total 2018

2,083

$ 197,479

$

187,460

15,633

10,019

(866)

-

866

-

-

-

111,196

$

(755)

2,194

-

$ 213,112

$

-

197,479

120,085

3,306

488,223

433,282

757

231

948

900

550

Contract Work

5,980

5,606

Insurance

2,008

2,055

Finance Charges

1,007

859

Labour and Benefits

146,957

141,013

Meetings and Events

57,905

44,490

Print, Copy and Design

3,018

615

Professional Fees

6,505

5,416

Postage and Courier

Professional Development
Project Expenses
Rent

376

3,890

1,367

210,332

186,080

3,619

3,247

6,566

17,590

Telephone
Travel

16,850

10,022

Website Expenses

6,706

665

Workers’ Compensation

3,246

512

Interest Income

448

478,344

425,542

9,879

7,740

-

1,239

4,747

-

1,007

Investment Income

EXCESS OF REVENUES OVER EXPENSES

4,289

506

Sundry Revenues

-

99,722

Bad Debts

232,341

22,550

755

OTHER INCOME

-

$

Amortization

EXCESS OF REVENUES OVER EXPENSES FROM OPERATIONS

15,633

755

Advertising and Promotion

245,230

Statement of Changes in Net Assets | December 31, 2019
Unrestricted
Net Assets

EXPENSES

2018

55,000

3,063

Materials and Supplies

Accounts Payable and Accrued Liabilities

Unrestricted Net Assets

28,032

128,118

$

25,175

Donations

99,515

266,867
65,000

Memberships

2018

110,423

$

$

2019

$

5,754

15,633

1,040

$

2,279

10,019

Phone: 306-931-3242
Email: info@swrc.ca
#208, 220 - 20th St W
Saskatoon, SK S7M 0W9
swrc.ca

