


Mission
As an advocate for community and 

environment, SWRC leads in addressing the 
underlying causes of waste by identifying 
opportunities, creating connections, and 

promoting solutions.

A waste-free Saskatchewan

Vision

The Saskatchewan Waste 
Reduction Council is 
dedicated to helping 

everyone in Saskatchewan 
to reduce waste. We 

provide information to 
the public and resources 

for municipalities and the 
waste/recycling industry.

The Ministry of Environment created a discussion paper on its Solid Waste Management 
Strategy and held consultations in the spring. They prepared a ‘what we heard’ document with 
the feedback. The next step is to produce a draft strategy, which they had hoped would be 
issued in late 2017, but is now expected in the spring of 2018.

Following consultations in 2016 about expanding the electronics program, the province 
added microwaves, photocopiers, gaming systems and few other items to the list of products 
accepted. Collection will start May 1, 2018.

The Minister of Environment amended the scrap tire regulations in April. The Saskatchewan 
Scrap Tire Corporation, which has operated the tire recycling program for 20 years, ceased 
operations in August 2017. A new organization, Tire Stewardship Saskatchewan submitted a 
program plan that was approved in November.

The Ministry of Environment renewed consultations on Household Hazardous Wastes, issuing 
a survey and summary of proposed regulations during Waste Reduction Week. They accepted 
feedback until December and are now working on regulations for a provincial program.

On the municipal front, the cities of Humboldt and Weyburn started curbside recycling 
programs this year. Melfort has announced they will be starting in April of 2018. This leaves 
Swift Current and Melville as the only cities without curbside recycling. Swift Current started a 
new yard waste program in 2017.

The next area of work for municipalities is composting. SWRC surveyed Saskatchewan 
communities in 2017 and found that 30 percent of municipalities have some type of 
composting program. These programs cover 60 percent of the population.

Year in Review



Who We Are

Listed from left to right:

Back Row: Matt Wolsfeld, 
Sheri Praski, Dwight Grayston, 
Christine Wilson, Tim Teeple, Rod 
Johnson, Henry Mutafaya

Front Row: Joanne Fedyk, Jamie 
Bakos, Daniel Mireault, Lisa 
Legault

Absent: Bert Weichel, Karen 
Allen, Lee Finishen

Board of Directors

I would like to begin by acknowledging that 
the land on which I write this letter is Treaty 
6 Territory and the Homeland of the Métis. 
We pay our respect to the First Nations and 
Métis ancestors of this place and reaffirm 
our relationship with one another.

The past year has been an eventful one for 
the Saskatchewan Waste Reduction Council.  
We partnered with SWANA Northern Lights for a wonderful conference 
in Saskatoon where we talked collaboration and a circular economy.  
The second Rubbish dinner expanded to include a documentary and 
was another delicious success.  As always, we continued to promote 
existing recycling programs, worked on and looked to encourage the 
adoption of new stewardship and recycling programs, and worked with 
our partners on our annual waste reduction programs.

In 2018, we will find new ways of bringing the community together 
to tackle some unharvested areas of waste reduction.  The next big 
chunk of the waste diversion pie we will be focusing on is organics.  
We will build on our strengths, find new partners, and help catapult 
Saskatchewan to diverting much more organic waste from the landfill.  

On behalf of the Council’s staff and Board of Directors, I want to 
sincerely thank everyone who was involved with the SWRC in 2017. A 
special thanks to our sustaining members, members, and sponsors. It is 
through their support and participation that SWRC is able to advocate 
for Saskatchewan and our environment. 

We are dreaming of big things in 2018 and look forward to working 
with you on the road to zero waste!

Daniel Mireault,
Chair of Board of Directors

Message
from the Chair

Staff

Deirdre Fritsch
Projects Coordinator
deirdre@swrc.ca

Joanne Fedyk
Executive Director
joanne@swrc.ca

Naomi Mihilewicz
Admin/Communication Coordinator
naomi@swrc.ca

Lisa Howse
Compost Education Coordinator
lisa@swrc.ca



2017 Sustaining
Members

2017 Contributing
Members

City of Saskatoon

Electronic Products Recycling 
Association - Saskatchewan

ReGeneration/Product Care

SARCAN Recycling

Saskatchewan Association for 
Resource Recovery Corp.

Saskatchewan Scrap Tire 
Corp.

Multi-Material
Stewardship Western

16-43 Waste Management 
Corp
2cg
Abilities Council Yorkton
Allied Paper Savers
ARWMAS
Astill, Jack
Barb Hanbidge and Rod 
Johnson
Biomed Recovery and Disposal 
Ltd.
Birchard, Al
Brumwell, Lindsay
Brunelle, Leanne
Bugg, Angie
Call2Recycle
City of Lloydminster
City of Meadow Lake
City of Melfort
City of Melville
City of North Battleford
City of Prince Albert
City of Regina
City of Saskatoon
City of Swift Current
City of Warman
City of Weyburn
City of Yorkton
Cosmopolitan Industries
Crown Shred and Recycling
Diabetes Canada
Ecotainer
Emterra
EPRA-SK

Evraz
GEEP Inc.
GFL Environmental
Harsh, Audrey
Hey, Merv
Highway 55 Waste 
Management
Hornung, Claire
Johnson and Weichel
Karakochuk, Morris
Kindrachuk, John
K-Light Recycling
London Drugs Ltd.
Loraas
Matchett, Richard
Ministry of Environment
MMSW
Molok North America
Moose Jaw River Watershed 
Stewards
Neuls, Anne
Ng, Kelvin
North Central Sask Waste 
Management
North Valley Waste 
Management Region
Northern Village of Ile a la 
Crosse
Northwest Regional Waste 
Management Authoruty Inc
Parkland Regional WMA
Pinter and Associates
Praski, Sheri
Product Care

REACT
Red Coat WMA
RM of Lacadena
RM of Wilton
SARCAN
SARM
SARRC
Saskatchewan Environmental 
Society
Saskatoon Farmers’ Market
Saskatoon Public Schools
SaskTel
SEIMA
Shkopich Enviro Limited
SUMA
Titan Clean Energy Projects
Touchwood Hills Regional 
Landfill WMA
Town of Carlyle
Town of Eston
Town of Gull Lake
Town of Kerrobert
Town of Kindersley
Town of Lumsden
Town of Maple Creek
Town of Moosomin
Town of Radville
Town of Rosthern
Town of Tisdale
Vandersteen, Gail
Waste Management
Weyburn Wor-Kin Shop Corp.
Wilson, Ed
WYWRA

Thank you to 
our valued 
members for 
their continued 
support!

Our Thanks



Strategic Directions
What would a waste-free 
Saskatchewan look like? 

SWRC identified six areas of work that are 
needed to get there. These form the basis of 
our strategic plan.

A strong collaboration of business, governments, organizations and 
individuals working on waste reduction/composting/recycling is 

necessary to achieve zero waste.

Responsibility for managing products and packaging at end-of-life 
rests with producers. Every product is part of an effective stewardship 

(EPR) program.

Both residential and commercial organics are handled productively 
outside of landfills. Edible food is not wasted.

All Industrial, Commercial and Institutional (ICI) facilities recycle their 
packaging, divert other waste to the fullest extent, and actively try to 

achieve their purpose using fewer resources.

We’ve shifted from being a consumer society to a conserver society. 
This includes finding ways to achieve our goals using the fewest 

resources. A strong culture of reuse and repair exists.

Options exist for Construction and Demolition (C&D) waste to be 
diverted and are being used to their fullest extent. Buildings are 

designed to be reused and/or deconstructed.

1 4

2 5

3 6

Champions of the Cause Stewardship

Organics ICI Waste

Waste Reduction C&D Waste



The Recycling Ambassador summer students traveled 
throughout the province on behalf of provincial 
stewardship organizations. This year they visited 204 
municipal offices, 412 oil retailers, and all 72 SARCAN 
depots. Additionally, they attended 17 car shows, 
agricultural shows, and community events on behalf of 
SARRC, toting the mascots wherever they went. They also 
ran promotional booths at three rural community events 
on behalf of EPRA-SK.

Pictured (from left to right): Summer students Todd Mitchell, 
Ifaz Anwar, Steve McLellan, and Shaina Baraniuk.

From May to August the Let’s Roll Recycling Team staffs the 
Rolling Education Unit for the City of Saskatoon. With the help 
of interactive learning games they teach Saskatoon residents 
about best practices in recycling and waste diversion options. 
Along with attending 37 community events, the students 
co-hosted five Recycling BBQs with Cosmopolitan Industries 
and provided education at the four City of Saskatoon public 
recycling depots.

Pictured: Lukaa Jasem with the Rolling Education Unit set up at the 
Children’s Festival in Saskatoon. 
Not pictured: Jasmin Parker, Janelle Thorpe

The SWRC coordinates composting education activities for the 
City of Saskatoon. In 2017, we trained 14 new Compost Coaches 
to add to the roster of active volunteers. Compost Coaches set up 
at 10 community events and gave 22 composting presentations 
at schools, libraries and community gardens. They gave 
individualized compost advice to 44 residents through the home 
visit program. Finally, the Compost Coaches worked with five 
community gardens to establish high-capacity compost systems 
and provide a compost lesson to the gardeners.

Pictured: Program Coordinator Lisa Howse demonstrates a 
vermicompost bin to students in the SAGE program.

Working with the City of Saskatoon, the SWRC trains volunteers to 
promote waste and recycling programs. The Recycling Coaches and 
can be seen utilizing the Rolling Education Unit in the spring and 
fall. In 2017, they participated in 16 tradeshows and community 
events. Through games and conversation the coaches encouraged 
Saskatoon residents to improve their waste diversion practices. 

Thanks to our Recycling Coach volunteers: Ifaz Anwar, Yuxin 
Bai, Dawn Bedell, Pam Groat, Taylor Hahn, Meghan Hamp, Sean 
Homenick, Jennifer Woodcock, Kelsey Olson, Jasmin Parker, Kaitlin 
Strobbe, Janelle Thorpe, Raeleen Viklund, and Gail Vandersteen.

Pictured: Recycling coach Meghan Hamp engages with a visitor at the 
March for Science event

Recycling Education Diversion Coaches
Recycling Ambassadors

Let’s Roll 2017

Compost Coaches

Recycling Coaches



The 2017 Waste ReForum was a joint event with 
the SWRC and SWANA Northern Lights. With a 
theme of Co-Create, the conference focused on 
how we can work together toward zero waste 
in Saskatchewan. The conference also examined 
the concept of the circular economy, with a pre-
conference workshop and a full session on the 
topic. With more than 260 people in attendance, 
the conference was a great success.

The conference program included a workshop on 
textile recycling as well as sessions on preventing 
food waste, landfill performance and reducing 
contamination in recycling.

November 2 North Battleford
November 9 Moose Jaw
November 16 Yorkton

More than 125 participants attended our Fall 
workshops. The communities of Lloydminster, North 
Battleford, Moose Jaw and Yorkton provided updates 
on their programs. Topics included composting in 
Saskatchewan, reducing contamination and the grain 
bag recycling program. The Ministry of Environment 
provided updates on the solid waste plan and on 
landfill myths.  

ReForum 2017 Workshops

Co-Creating the 
Circular Economy

Fall Workshops

Compost Field Day
SWRC’s annual Compost Field Day was held 
on June 8 at the University of Saskatchewan 
with ten people participating. Presentation 
topics included basic composting, compost 
quality, Compost Coach programs and 
on-site composting for commercial/
institutional situations. The event included 
a tour of the University’s new food waste 
dehydrator and their outdoor windrow 
compost site.



In 2017, the SWRC created a series 
of seven composting videos, each 
approximately one minute long, 
designed to be simple and concise. 
The videos each cover a specific topic, 
including how to choose a compost 
bin, how to use finished compost, 
composting outdoors in winter, and 
how to make compost in a bin, trench, 
vermicompost bin, or bokashi bucket. 
The “Composting in 60 Seconds” video 
series is available on YouTube and 
Vimeo.

Many thanks go to everyone involved! 
Volunteers provided backyards, compost 
bins, and acting, while the SWRC 
hired a local videographer and editing 
company. Special thanks to the cities of 
Regina, Saskatoon and North Battleford 
for funding support.

To celebrate Waste Reduction Week in Canada, 
we organized our second-ever Rubbish dinner. 
The meal featured dishes made from food that 
is normally discarded, like beet leaf stems and 
excess backyard fruit. The event included a 
three-course meal, masterfully prepared by The 
Hollows restaurant, paired with a special 
“garbage” beer from Nine Mile Brewery. 

Dinner guests were treated to a screening 
of WASTED: The Story of Food Waste. The 
documentary featured world famous chefs who 
are tackling the issue of food waste head on, 
as well as innovative solutions from around the 
world. We received a lot of positive feedback 
about the impact of the film. 

Other activities during the week included a 
launch for our newly-completed Composting 
in 60 Seconds videos, a public talk on basic 
composting in Saskatoon, and participation in a 
Waste Reduction Week event in Prince Albert.

Video Engagement Waste Reduction Week
Composting in 60 
Seconds Videos

https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLYKG6pTwSpdOOhKSd9nJcCI2AaHq47g_I
https://vimeo.com/album/4812115


Thanks to SaskTel for 
their support of the 
Saskatchewan Waste 
Minimization Awards.

2016
Minimization

Waste
Awards

Individual
Lynn Needham

Lynn is Maple Creek’s Manager of 
Environmental Services, and since  
starting with the position in 2015 he 
has completely transformed the  Town’s 
landfill, increasing its life expectancy 
from 10 years to 65  years. Where once 
there was unmonitored dumping, there 
are now orderly systems for reuse, 
recycling, and proper waste disposal. 

Small Business
Alchemy Clothing & 
Salon

Alchemy is a busy shop located in the 
heart of Saskatoon, which  employs 
15 staff. Waste reduction has always 
been an important  initiative for owner 
Melissa Squire. The entire shop is part 
of the Green Circle Salon program – 
an  organization that assists salons in 
recycling and repurposing hair,  foils, 
colour-tubes, papers and plastics as well 
as diverting excess  hair chemicals from 
going down the drain.

Corporation
Titan Carbon 
Smart Technologies

Titan is Saskatchewan’s largest biomass 
recycler. Titan’s bio-refinery  diverts 
wood and organic waste from landfills, 
processes that waste into  high quality 
products, and sequesters carbon through 
the production of  biochar. Established in 
2006, Titan’s mission is to develop ways 
to  produce sources of clean energy and 
carbon-smart products.

Non-Profit 
Organization

Electronic 
Products Recycling 

Association - 
Saskatchewan

Since 2007 EPRA has operated 
Saskatchewan’s electronic products  
recycling program for consumers 
and businesses, collecting 465,000  
electronic devices every year. In the fall 
of 2016, EPRA Saskatchewan teamed up 
with the Saskatchewan  Science Centre 
to bring the Recycle My Electronics 
Education Event to  the province. The 
event introduced elementary school-
aged youth to the  importance of 
e-recycling.

Municipality
Town of Kindersley

Since the beginning of 2015, the Town 
of Kindersley has made significant  and 
lasting enhancements to the operation 
of the Kindersley Waste and  Recycle 
Centre, and has implemented curbside 
recycle collection  service.  Those two 
steps have produced dramatic results 
in waste  minimization for the Town, 
resulting in a 66% increase in the 
volume of recyclables collected in the 
city over the past two years.



Financials
Statement of Financial Position | December 31, 2017 Statement of Operations | December 31, 2017

Statement of Changes in Net Assets | December 31, 2017

2017 2016ASSETS                                         
CURRENT:

Cash - unrestricted $99,180 $68,318
Accounts receivable 20,419 12,339
Prepaid expenses 2,407 2,387
GST recoverable 1,398 2,901

123,404 85,45
TANGIBLE CAPITAL ASSETS 3,030 4,512
INTANGIBLE ASSETS 0 1,785
CASH RESTRICTED TO COVER RESERVES 89,025 89,025

$215,459 $181,267
LIABILITIES

CURRENT:
Accounts payable and accrued liabilities $8,509 $6,002
Payroll liabilities 6,837 5,595
Deferred membership revenue 2,400 7,800
Deferred project revenue 10,000 18,500
Refundable compost coaches fees 255 255

28,001 38,152
NET ASSETS

Net assets invested in capital assets 3,030 4,512
Restricted net assets 89,025 89,025
Unrestricted net assets 95,403 49,578

187,458 143,115
$215,459 $181,267

2017 2016
REVENUE

Project management and expense recoveries $288,040 $248,985
Event registrations and sponsorships 229,125 108,455
Sustaining memberships 65,000 70,000
Memberships 19,050 10,945
Donations 3,075 5,340
Interest and other 2,208 512
Newsletter advertising 1,500 1,500
Recognition of deferred contribution revenue 0 1,875

607,998 447,612
EXPENSES

Recovered project expenses 191,088 161,029
Labour and benefits 164,937 176,822
Meetings and events 83,626 40,393
Shared conference revenue 64,943 0
Rent 17,110 15,659
Professional fees 8,450 6,000
Travel 8,077 9,981
Printing/copying/design 6,839 18,514
Materials and supplies 4,182 7,603
Telephone 2,989 3,025
Financial service charges 1,797 460
Insurance 1,786 1,299
Amortization of intangible assets 1,785 12,278
Amortization of tangible assets 1,482 2,072
Professional development 1,292 1,850
Tech support 962 705
Advertising and promotion 805 401
Website hosting 591 1,829
Workers’ compensation 545 (305)
Postage and courier 219 326
Bad debts 150 0
Memberships and subscriptions 0 70

563,655 460,011
EXCESS (DEFICIENCY) OF REVENUE OVER EXPENSES $44,343 $(12,399)

Invested in 
capital assets

Restricted Unrestricted Total 2017 Total 2016

Balance, beginning of year $4,512 $89,025 $49,578 $143,115 $155,515
Excess (deficiency) of 
revenues over expenses

(1,482) 0 45,825 44,343 (12,399)

Balance, end of year $3,030 $89,025 $95,403 $187,458 $143,116



Phone: 306-931-3242 
Fax: 306-955-5852 
Email: info@swrc.ca
#208, 220 - 20th St W 
Saskatoon, SK S7M 0W9
swrc.ca


