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Mission  

As an advocate for 
community and 

environment, SWRC will 
lead in addressing the 

underlying causes of waste 
by identifying opportunities, 

creating connections and 
promoting solutions.

vision 
A waste-free 

Saskatchewan.

goals  

To provide accurate, 
balanced waste 
reduction information.

To encourage networking 
and partnership 
development.

To offer input on policies 
which deal with solid and 
hazardous waste.

One major accomplishment for the council 
was to conduct a comprehensive research and 
consultation project on Household Hazardous 
Waste (HHW) on behalf of the Province of 
Saskatchewan. It has long been our belief that, 
although it does not always show up as a sizeable 
problem in municipal waste audits, the HHW 
category represents some of the most important 
products to divert from landfill disposal. Through 
an in-depth consultation process with all 
stakeholders, and a survey of HHW recycling efforts 
across Canada, we have provided direction to the 
Province on the development of a comprehensive 
recycling program for these very environmentally 
degrading substances. SWRC also continued 
to participate in the consultation processes for 
the multi-material stewardship program and 
agricultural plastics program. In 2013 we hosted 
the largest ReForum in our 22 year history, and 
introduced our new and extremely popular series 
of Regional Workshops.

This year we are beginning an ambitious multi- 
year study on residential composting practices. 
Organic waste remains one of the largest pieces of 
the waste puzzle here in Saskatchewan. Through 
the continued development of our expertise in the 
field, we hope to encourage Saskatchewanians to 
divert organics from the landfill. As always, we will  

continue to promote existing recycling programs, 
and look to encourage the adoption of new 
stewardship and recycling programs. Our online 
recycling database is well used and SWRC will 
continue to serve as the knowledge centre for all 
things reusable and recyclable in Saskatchewan.

From the Board and staff of SWRC, I would like to 
thank all our sustaining members, members, and 
sponsors for your continued support. We would 
also like to thank all those stakeholders who 
participated in SWRC conferences, workshops, and 
consultation sessions throughout the year and 
made them such a success. As a council, we want 
to encourage you to keep active and engaged in 
waste minimization here in Saskatchewan. The 
landscape of our sector will no doubt change 
dramatically over the next few years, and with your 
support we to will continue to evolve with it to 
bring about a waste-free Saskatchewan.

2013 was another eventful 
year for the Saskatchewan 
Waste Reduction Council.

Sean Homenick  
SWRC Chairperson, Saskatoon
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Provincial recycling 
Program mileStoneS

■ saRcan celebrated its 25th 
Anniversary and the return of the 6 
billionth container! A flash mob and 
viral video marked the event. 

■ The sask. scrap tire 
corporation held its 15th 
Anniversary celebration at Quality 
Tire in Regina on November 26th. 

■ saRRc, the used oil materials 
program, received approval to 
expand to include antifreeze, 
antifreeze containers and  
diesel exhaust fluid containers.  
This change came into effect  
Jan 1, 2014. 

■ sweep (electronics recycling) 
completed its transition to dissolve 
and become part of the national 
electronics recycling organization, 
EPRA. It is now called EPRA-SK. 

■ Recycle saskatchewan, the 
umbrella organization for the 
province’s product stewardship 
programs, launched a new website 
and new logo in August. You 
can check out their new look at 
recyclesaskatchewan.ca.

2013 was the year of  
curbside recycling.
Saskatoon and Regina each started collecting 
recyclables from single family dwellings. Each 
household was given a rolling cart for commingled 
recyclables. Participation from citizens in both  
cities is strong but there are always kinks to work 
out. Prince Albert expanded its curbside program 
this year and Estevan rolled out a city-wide  
program as well. 

Next on the cities’ list is multi-family recycling 
-- figuring out how to provide curbside service to 
apartments with varying configurations and needs. 
(The answer may well be: one building at a time). 
Saskatoon and Regina are approaching multi-family 
recycling differently: Saskatoon is considering a 
sole-source contract for all multi-unit dwellings and 
Regina is looking at requiring all landlords to supply 
recycling services and leaving it to the market. We’ll 
find out how it all works out next year. 

Once in place, recyclers won’t be lurching from one 
‘bridge’ to the next (although that still happened in 
2013). Consultations on the proposed Program Plan 
were held in late spring, submitted to government 
in August and approved at the end of the year. The 
Multi-Material program will be operational January 
1, 2015. It will provide participating municipalities 
with up to 75 percent of the net costs of recycling 
paper and packaging (plastic, glass, tin and paper/
cardboard). 

The recycling landscape is changing rapidly in 
Saskatchewan, we look forward to 2014 being  
an equally busy year!

Funding for curbside recycling took a step 
toward a more stable solution with the 
passing of the Multi-Material Stewardship 
regulations in February.



SWrc is honoured to be supported by 
sustaining members that share our vision 
of a waste-free Saskatchewan. each year 
they contribute $10,000 or more towards 
the vital work that the SWrc does.

it is our privilege to provide our sustaining 
members with ongoing recognition, as 
we work together to achieve our common 
goals. the SWrc invites you to join our 
sustaining members, and expand all of  
our potential.

city of SaSkatoon

SaSkatcheWan WaSte 
electronic equiPment 
Program (SWeeP)

Sarcan recycling

SaSkatcheWan 
aSSociation for 
reSource recovery 
corPoration (Sarrc)

SaSkatcheWan ScraP tire 
corPoration (SStc)

Product care 
(SaSkatcheWan Paint 
recycling Program)

SaSkPoWer

SaSktel

SaSkatcheWan miniStry  
of environment

Allied Paper Savers | Edmonton AB
Shirley Anthony | Yorkton SK
Town of Assiniboia | SK
Association of Regional Waste  
Management Authorities | Saskatoon SK
Jack Astill | Edmonton AB
AtSource Recycling Systems | Coquitlam BC
Brienne Bennett | Regina SK
Town of Battleford | SK
Biomed Recovery & Disposal | Saskatoon SK
Allyson Brady | Saskatoon SK
Angie Bugg | Saskatoon SK
Town of Carlyle | SK
Clean Nova Scotia Foundation | Dartmouth NS
Fred Clipsham | Regina SK
RM of Coalfields #4 | Bienfait SK
Composting Council of Canada | Toronto ON
Cosmopolitan Industries | Saskatoon SK
Crown Shred & Recycling | Regina SK
Eastern Recyclers Association | Kentville NS
Ecotainer Recycling Systems | Surrey BC
eCycle Solutions | Airdrie AB
Emterra Environmental | Surrey BC
Environmental Coalition of PEI | Charlottetown PEI
Envirotec Services Inc. | Saskatoon SK
ERCO Worldwide | Saskatoon SK
Town of Eston | SK
EVRAZ Inc. NA | Regina SK
GEEP Alberta Inc. | Edmonton AB
Green Action Centre | Winnipeg MB
Town of Gull Lake | SK
Barb Hanbidge & Rod Johnson | Saskatoon SK
Joan Harrison | Loon Lake SK
Audrey Harsh | Hudson Bay SK
Hewlett Packard Canada | Mississauga ON
Ken Homineck | Saskatoon SK
Johnson & Weichel | Saskatoon SK
Keep Garbage Beneficial | Pugwash NS
Keewatin Career Dev. Corp. | Air Ronge SK
Town of Kerrobert | SK
Town of Kindersley | SK
K-Light Recycling | Regina SK
Lamon Disposal Ltd | Meadow Lake SK
Ken Larson | Canwood SK
Carmen Leibel | Pilot Butte SK

City of Lloydminster | AB
London Drugs Ltd | Richmond BC
Loraas Disposal | Regina SK
Loraas Recycle/Disposal | Saskatoon SK
Town of Lumsden | SK
Mallard Diversified Services | Wadena SK
Town of Maple Creek | SK
Richard Matchett | Saskatoon SK
City of Meadow Lake | SK
City of Melville | SK
Menno Industries | Waldheim SK
Merlin Plastics | Calgary AB
Joan Meyer | Saskatoon SK
Ministry of Central Services | Regina SK
Ministry of Environment | Regina SK
Judy Montgomery | Saskatoon SK
City of Moose Jaw | SK
Moose Jaw River Watershed  
Stewards Inc. | Moose Jaw SK
Town of Moosomin | SK
Larry Mullen | Saskatoon SK
Municipal Waste Association | Guelph ON
Stephanie Muzyka | Maidstone SK
Nature Saskatchewan | Regina SK
Mindy Neufeldt | Waldheim SK
Anne Neuls | Grenfell SK
Town of Nipawin | SK
City of North Battleford | SK
North Central Sask. Waste  
Management Corp. | Prince Albert SK
North Valley Waste  
Management Authority | Fort Qu’Appelle SK
Northern Village of Ile a la Crosse | SK
Northwest Regional Waste  
Management Authority | Meadow Lake SK
Town of Outlook | SK
Paper & Paperboard Packaging  
Environmental Council | Brampton ON
Zsuzsanna Papp | Saskatoon SK
Wendy Paquin | Balcarres SK
Parkland Regional Waste  
Management Authority | Endeavour SK
PINTER & Associates Ltd. | Saskatoon SK
Porcupine Regional Waste  
Management Authority | Porcupine Plain SK

Sheri Praski | Saskatoon SK
City of Prince Albert | SK
Product Care Association | Surrey BC
PV Disposal | Regina SK
Town of Radville | SK
Recycle Systems | Kirkland WA USA
Recycle-Logic Inc. | Red Deer AB
Recycling Council of Alberta | Bluffton AB
Recycling Council of  
British Columbia | Vancouver BC
Recycling Council of Ontario | Toronto ON
Recycling Equipment Company  
of Canada Inc. | Waterloo ON
Red Coat Waste Resource  
Authority | Kipling SK
Regens Disposal Ltd. | Estevan SK
Regional Authority of  
Carlton Trail | Humboldt SK
City of Regina | SK
Resource Recycling  
Magazine | Portland OR USA
Sandra Rose | Saskatoon SK
Town of Rosthern | SK
Clayton Sampson | Woodstock ON
SARCAN Recycling | Saskatoon SK
Sask. Abilities Council | Yorkton SK
Sask. Association for Resource  
Recovery Corp. | Saskatoon SK
Sask. Association of Rural  
Municipalities | Regina SK
Sask. Environment Industry &  
Managers Association | Regina SK
Sask. Federation of Labour | Regina SK
Sask. Scrap Tire Corp. | Regina SK
Sask. Environmental Society | Saskatoon SK
Sask. Urban Municipalities 
Association | Regina SK
Sask. Waste Electronic Equipment 
Program | Saskatoon SK
City of Saskatoon | SK
Saskatoon Health Region | Saskatoon SK
Saskatoon Processing Co | Saskatoon SK
Saskatoon Public Schools | Saskatoon SK
Saskbattery | Regina SK
SaskPower | Regina SK

SaskPower Boundary Dam  
Power Station | Estevan SK
SaskTel | Regina SK
Tawnya Schmidt | Edmonton AB
Joe Schmutz | Saskatoon SK
Town of Shaunavon | SK
Amber Smith | Lumsden SK
Summerhill Group | Regina SK
City of Swift Current | SK
Town of Tisdale | SK
Titan Clean Energy  
Projects | Saskatoon SK
Touchwood Hills Regional  
Landfill | Raymore SK
TRI-R Recycling Inc. | Southey SK
Heather Trueman | Saskatoon SK
University of Saskatchewan  
Ecology Camp for Kids | Saskatoon SK
U of S Sustainability Office | Saskatoon SK
U of S Workplace Safety &  
Environmental Protection | Saskatoon SK
Town of Unity | SK
Valley Action Abilities | Rosthern SK
Vulcan District Waste  
Commission | Vulcan AB
City of Warman | SK
Waste Management of Canada 
Corporation | Saskatoon SK/Calgary AB
West Yellowhead Waste  
Resource Authority | Lashburn SK
City of Weyburn | SK
Weyburn Wor-Kin Shop Corp. | Weyburn SK
Wheatland Regional Centre | Rosetown SK
Ed Wilson | Vernon BC
RM of Wilton #472 | Marshall SK
Chelsea Woolhouse | Assiniboia SK
Colleen Yates | Saskatoon SK
City of Yorkton | SK



While we all have access to programs for 
used oil, scrap tires, electronics, paint and 
beverage containers, residents have no 
easy solution for the products that have the 
most potential to cause harm – household 
hazardous wastes (HHW). Options for 
recycling/disposal of materials like solvents, 
fuels, pesticides and fluorescent tubes are 
scarce and/or prohibitively expensive. 

SWRC has been promoting the need for 
an HHW program for some time. In 2013, 

the Ministry of Environment approved our 
proposal to fund a stakeholder consultation 
on a provincial program to handle HHW. 
We were pleased to be asked to help move 
the process along. Thanks to Saskatoon 
consultant Ken Homenick for his assistance 
with this project. 

We began with informal discussions with 
municipalities, service companies, sellers 
of hazardous products (potential stewards) 
and others. We heard that stewards wanted 
a level playing field and flexible rules to 

accommodate different product types; 
municipalities wanted HHW to be diverted 
from landfills without cost to taxpayers; 
service providers were interested in being 
involved in the program and were happy that 
Saskatchewan residents would have options 
for HHW. 

Following the informal discussions, we 
drafted a regulation and some general 
program guidelines. The regulations 
specified a program that would be paid for 

by industry, would cover all categories of 
HHW and would provide for collection and 
responsible handling of HHW across the 
province. We invited input from stakeholders 
via an in-person workshop, a webinar and 
written comments. Based on feedback from 
71 stakeholders, we revised our documents 
and submitted the results to the Ministry of 
Environment. The Ministry will continue the 
process and we are hopeful there will be a 
program for HHW in Saskatchewan in the 
near future. 

“In 2013, the Ministry of Environment approved our 
proposal to fund a stakeholder consultation on a 
provincial program to handle HHW.”

There is a gap in Saskatchewan’s 
provincial recycling programs. 
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In 2013, SWRC accomplished significant steps in 
community-building and waste reduction.

Summer Student Program 

For the past 14 years, SWRC has coordinated 
summer students to do on-the-ground work 
for Saskatchewan’s product stewardship 
organizations. Their activities this summer 
included conducting depot evaluations for 
SARCAN, finding new members for SWEEP/
EPRA, attending car shows for SARRC, getting 
feedback from paint retailers for Product Care, 
and evaluating a grant program for SSTC. 

By interacting with people around the province, 
the students keep us in touch with what’s 
happening and provide feedback that results in 
improved provincial programs. In applying our 
waste reduction skills to combine activities and 
trips and getting the job done while conserving 
resources, we provide value to key partners 
who are also our sustaining members.

aBove  SWRC summer students (L-R)  
Kyle Best, Amy Vowles, Chelsea Cunningham, Deirdre Fritsch.

aBove  The “Where do I recycle my...” database plays 
an important part in SWRC’s community services.

recycling databaSe 

SWRC is proud to provide a comprehensive 
online recycling database. We know that 
this information is only useful if current, so 
each year we hire part-time staff to update 
the thousands of listings. In 2013 we had two 
part-time staff work on this enormous task. We 
are always on the look-out for new reuse and 
recycling programs to add to our database.

“By interacting with people around the province, the students 
keep us in touch with what’s happening and provide feedback 
that results in improved provincial programs.”
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2013 WaSte re-forum

In 2013, we shifted from smaller, spring and 
fall, Waste Minimization Forum events to 
one larger conference, the Waste ReForum. 
Held April 17-19 in Saskatoon, the ReForum 
attracted more than 150 attendees and 
featured speakers from San Francisco to Slave 
Lake. Focusing on one larger event allowed 
us to increase opportunities for learning, for 
networking and for finding solutions together.

In organizing our events, we also model waste 
reduction. While we can’t claim zero waste 
status (the organic part of our conference 
waste doesn’t have an easy solution in 
Saskatchewan), we work on having recycling 
bins available, avoiding individually packaged 
foodservice items, and other practices. For 
the ReForum, we went further by providing a 
program that was small enough to fit into the 
nametag holder. Overall feedback was positive 
– and it gave participants a tangible example 
of waste reduction!

fall WorkShoPS

Rather than having a Forum event in the fall, 
SWRC held one-day workshops in Melfort, 
Swift Current, Yorkton, and Lloydminster 
(co-hosted with the Recycling Council of 
Alberta). A total of 140 people participated 
in the workshops. The workshops give SWRC 
the opportunity to reaffirm our province-wide 
presence and provided insight into local 
issues. They are designed to be interactive 
and allow participants to bring their views 
and concerns to each other and to SWRC. The 
workshops also allowed local people access 
to the most up-to-date waste and recycling 
information. Feedback 
from these new events  
was positive and we plan 
to host similar events  
in 2014.

TAKING 
WASTE
REDUCTION  
BY STORM
April 17-19
Saskatoon
Saskatchewan 

EVENT 
PROGRAM

aBove  Re-forum participants hamming 
it up at the photo booth.

Right  Joan Meyer 
speaking at the Melfort 

Workshop, Fall 2013.

celebrating canada’S 
WaSte reduction Week

Waste Reduction Week (WRW) is an 
opportunity to focus attention on our key 
messages. Held in the third week in October, 
WRW is a national event coordinated by 
provincial organizations with a waste 
reduction mandate. We are grateful to the 
Canadian Wireless Telecommunications 
Association (CWTA), whose national 
sponsorship in 2013 provided a small grant  
to help us promote the week.

We encourage recycling organizations 
and other groups to celebrate WRW with 
us by holding special events or making 
announcements about new initiatives. This 
increases the impact of WRW and we hope 
it generates momentum for increased waste 
reduction activity. 

WRW allowed us to develop a new relationship 
this year: the University of Regina Sustainability 
Club helped launch WRW at its Re-Art Exhibit. We 
also worked with the Club to offer workshops 
on sustainable living to students and 
faculty. We partnered with the University of 
Saskatchewan to provide similar workshops, 
and with the Saskatchewan Eco-Network in a 
screening of the documentary “Waste Land”.

 
Solving the iSSue of hhW

Thanks to funding from the Ministry of 
Environment, SWRC was able to develop plans 
for a program for Household Hazardous Waste 
(HHW).  We held both one-on-one and public 
consultations with stakeholders. Information 
and opinions gathered at these events were 
used in the development of draft regulations 
and program guidelines. These will be 
submitted to the Ministry of Environment 
for consideration. We are confident that this 
process will lead to a viable and permanent 
HHW solution for Saskatchewan residents.

comPoSting

Organic materials make up 30-50 percent of 
the municipal waste stream. Encouraging 
the diversion of food and yard waste has 
always been part of SWRC’s work; it is key 
to accomplishing our vision of a waste-free 
Saskatchewan. 

We continue to partner with the City of 
Saskatoon to coordinate the activities of 
their Master Composter volunteers. In 2013, 
the Master Composters staffed displays at 
gardening / community events and delivered 
both basic and advanced composting 
workshops. SWRC trained nine new Master 
Composters in 2013, which will allow us to 
increase the number of people we can reach 
to deliver the composting message.
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Middle  Master Composter volunteers 
Sandra Rose and Pat Wilson enjoying 
their time at the Gardenscape 
tradeshow in Saskatoon.

leFt  Naomi Mihilewicz giving a 
vermicomposting workshop during 
Waste Reduction Week 2013
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Waste Minimization Awards 2012
■ liFetiMe achieveMent: FRed clipshaM. Fred is 
a champion of recycling programs for Regina and the 
province. He was a driving force behind Regina adopting 
a curbside recycling program in 2013, and laying the 
groundwork for a composting program in 2015. He has 
been an advocate for the environment - in his roles as 
a Regina City councilor and a board member for many 
province-wide organizations, including the SWRC.

■ individual: Monica enns, Waste Prevention 
Coordinator, University of Saskatchewan. Monica continues 
to improve university recycling opportunities, as well as 
educating faculty, staff and students. Prior to Monica starting 
in 2009, campus recycling was around 10%; by 2012, largely 
due to her tireless efforts, it had increased to 40%.

■ non pRoFit: FRuit FoR thought, Regina. This 
organization is an urban fruit-sharing organization, which 
reduces food waste while contributing to sustainable 
urban agriculture. They organize over 50 volunteers to 
harvest under-used fruit. The harvest is then donated or 
used for preserves, and inedible fruit is composted. In the 
last two years, Fruit for Thought has diverted more than 
5000 lbs of fruit from being wasted. 

■ coRpoRate leadeRship: saskatoon health Region, 
Saskatoon. The region is the only one in the province with a 
dedicated sustainability department and personnel. Thanks to 
the keen participation of nurses and allied staff, their recycling 
programs have continued to be a success. The region also 
diverts medical equipment and unused supplies through 
charitable reuse initiatives.

■ sMall Business: eat healthy Foods, Regina. An 
organic grocery / convenience store which combines extensive 
recycling and composting activities with sustainable business 
practices. They have achieved a 99% waste diversion rate.

For more information visit the awards section of  
our website - www.saskwastereduction.ca.
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financials

SASKATCHEWAN WASTE REDUCTION COUNCIL INC
STATEMENT OF CHANGES IN NET ASSETS  |  For the year ended December 31, 2013

Invested in capital assets Restricted Unrestricted Total 2013 Total 2012
Balance, beginning of year $  3,883  $ 40,000  $ 28,949  $ 72,832 $ 57,541 

Excess (deficiency) of revenues over expenses  (1,623)  -    28,274  26,651  15,292 

Investment in capital assets  3,625  -    (3,625)  -    -   

Internally imposed restrictions  -    7,700  (7,700)  -    -   

Balance, end of year $  5,885  $ 47,700 $ 45,898  $ 99,483 $ 72,833 

                                                              ASSETS 2013 2012
CURRENT:

 Cash $    93,813 $    57,139 

 Accounts receivable 5,875  12,253 

 Prepaid expenses 2,387  2,508 

 GST recoverable 4,088  2,723 
106,163  74,623 

TANGIBLE CAPITAL ASSETS 5,886  3,883 

INTANGIBLE CAPITAL ASSETS 25,700 -
$   137,749 $   78,506 

LIABILITIES

CURRENT:

 Accounts payable and accrued liabilities $   3,505 $   3,002 

 Payroll liabilities 1,345  1,422 

 Deferred membership revenue 15,070  1,250 

 Deferred project revenue 8,971 -
28,891  5,674 

DEFERRED CONTRIBUTIONS 9,375
$   38,266 $    5,674 

NET ASSETS

Net assets invested in capital assets $       5,885 $       3,883 

Restricted net assets 47,700  40,000 

Unrestricted net assets 45,898  28,949 
99,483  72,832 

$    137,749 $    78,506 

SASKATCHEWAN WASTE REDUCTION COUNCIL INC.
STATEMENT OF FINANCIAL POSITION  |  December 31, 2013
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STATEMENT OF OPERATIONS  |  For the year ended December 31, 2013 
    

2013 2012
REVENUE
Project management and expense recoveries $   162,984 $   146,439 
Sustaining memberships 90,000  90,000 
Forums and conferences 83,446  54,268 
Memberships 17,075  16,745 
Donations 10,985  3,051 
Newsletter advertising 3,322  4,026 
Recognition of deferred contribution revenue 1,875  -   
Interest and other 570  326 

$   370,257 $   314,855 

EXPENSES
Recovered project expenses $  115,134 $   126,148 
Wages and benefits 115,120  103,471 
Meetings 47,805  31,974 
Printing and copying/design 15,466  2,732 
Rent 14,714  14,058 
Travel 12,044  6,462 
Materials and supplies 5,264  2,141 
Amortization of intangible assets 5,140  -   
Professional fees 3,580  3,161 
Telephone 1,984  2,067 
Amortization of tangible assets 1,623  1,527 
Professional development 1,573  840 
Insurance 1,188  1,229 
Bank charges 918  817 
Subcontracting 459  -   
Website hosting 420  430 
Workers' compensation 403  414 
Advertising and Promotion 368  -   
Postage and courier 268  288 
Memberships and subscriptions 135  150 
Tech support 0  1,454 
Bad debts 0  200 

$ 343,606 $ 299,563 
EXCESS (DEFICIENCY) OF REVENUE
OVER EXPENSES $    26,651 $    15,292 

51.5%   Sustaining Memberships

19.1%  Fees for Services

15.6%  Conferences & Workshops

9.6%  Memberships

2.0% • Donations

1.9% • Advertising

0.3% • Interest Income

Based on 2013 Core Operations.  
Expense recovery revenues not included.

5.7% • SWRC’s only source of government funding 
comes through a sustaining membership for the 
provincial Ministry of the Environment.
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