
Stationary bin: Pallet Compost 

Tested by: The Saskatoon Food 
Bank Garden Patch 

 The 

Garden Patch is 

a large 

community 

garden run by 

the Saskatoon 

Food Bank and 

Learning Centre, 

and tended by a 

huge team of 

volunteers. They 

have large 

amounts of 

garden waste to compost, which they balance with sawdust 

and straw. They have built eight pallet stalls in total, but our 

study only kept track of three. 

 The community garden is active from May to  

September. They harvest finished compost in the spring from 

the bottom of the compost piles. Partially broken-down 

materials are returned to the bins for another season. 

Size: The Garden Patch has a row of pallet composters. For this 

project they tested three bins. These measured 122 cm wide x 

406 cm long x 102 cm high 

Maximum capacity: 1.25 m
3 
(44 f

3
) per stall.

 
3.75 meters

3
 (132 

feet
3
) for 3 stalls. 

Price: With free pallets, $5-10 for wire, rope or nails 

Tester satisfaction: high 

Features: Three large wooden stall made of seven wooden 

pallets joined at the corners. Bottom open to the ground. 

What you can put in it: Food waste (excluding meat, bones, 

dairy, and fats), leaves, grass clippings, other yard waste 

(excluding cat or dog waste). 

“Yuck” factor: Moderate. Materials are partly enclosed and 

break down with a small amount of interaction. 

Complexity to use: Moderate-to-low. Some knowledge of 

balancing ingredients and adding water is helpful. 

In winter: Breakdown stops, but you can keep adding 

materials as long as there is room. 

Mobility: Not mobile—the bin system would have to be 

disassembled in order to move it. 

Available at: Pallets are given away by warehouses and on free 

exchange sites such as kijiji.ca. Wire or nails for joining are 

available at hardware stores. 

Results: 
Testing period: May 2014—May 2015 

Inputs:  

 1580 litres of organic waste (85% greens, 15% browns, 

0% dirt or finished compost, 0% other) 

 Added 25 litres of water 

 Aerated 4 times for a total of 30 minutes 

Outputs:  

 100 litres of finished compost 

Recommendations:  

 Pallet compost bins are a fantastic choice for 

community gardens or households with large amounts of 

yard waste. They have a massive capacity which can be 

adjusted by building more or fewer stalls. (We recommend 

building at least two stalls so that contents can be shifted 

back and forth for aeration and harvesting.) Pallet bins are 

generally too large for households that don’t produce a lot 

of yard waste. 

 Pallet bins are very inexpensive to build, as used 

wooden pallets can usually be found for free.  

 The open front of a pallet bin makes it extremely 

easy to mix and move the contents. Additional pallets can 

be used to make closable front doors for the stalls if 

desired, but they should be attached in a way that still lets 

them open to one side. The pallets do have large air 

spaces, which increase aeration but also increase the 

amount of watering required to keep contents damp. The 

bin’s open-bottom design is not rodent proof, but the 

Garden Patch reported no trouble with mice or other 

pests. 

 The main drawback of pallet composters is their 

rough appearance, which some households dislike. 


